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On ha preſent 


DAN GE ROUS CRISIS. 


OULD the preſent diviſions among the 
great, be conſidered ſolely with a view to. 
the intereſt of the contending parties, a diſpaſ- 


ſionate and diſintereſted ſpectator might view the 


conteſt with indifference ; and ſmile at the little- 
neſs of ambition, which, to attain a precarious. 
and ſhort-lived pre-eminence, can ſtoop to ſuch 
ignoble practices, as debaſe a character for ever. 

Ambition, which creates to itſelf imaginary 
wants, is ever induſtrious to excite vain hopes, 
and raiſe falſe terrors, among the public. The 


hopes and fears of the credulous multitude, are, 
the inſtruments with which ambition works its 
way to greatneſs: And, when its votaries have 
thus reached the ſummit of their wiſhes, did 
they but know how little they appear in the eye 
of manly ſenſe and ſober reaſon, they would 


W 


hluſh at cheir elevation. 


| . 4 
I With —— 2 8 the art of 
may veil its ambitious deſigns, experience 
abundantly evinces, that intereſt and reſent- 
ment are the ruling motives which actuate te 
competitors. However they pretend to differ in 
principle, yet, when in power, they agree in 
purſuing the ſame corrupt and ruinous meaſures. 
We may learn from the recent example of wo 
learned bodies, that they can even ehange their - 
ity le with their fortunes ; and that the one can, 
| with wonderful facility, adopt the language of 
the other. As parties therefore, they would 
| + Hot! be worth a moment's attention, did rhey; © 
1 not obſtruct and injure public welfare, by their 
mutual ſtrupgles to mount the airy pinnacle of 
Promotion. = 4 
** Nevertheleſs, es + we - reflet how much the! 
| nation ſuffers, how much the crown is diſtreſſed, 
Vp their fatal altercations, then we can no lon- 
ger remain unconcerned ſpectators; nor neglect 
char duty, to which our amiable Sovereign has 
# condeſcended'ts i invite every honeſt man. F 
Aͤt the cloſe of a glorious and ſucceſsful war, 
E | wh did- not hope that the government would 
be ſtudious to cultivate the bleſſings of peace? 
5 That they would endeavour to alleviate the 
13 Heavy burtheris which oppreſs the public; to 
improve the police of the Kingdom ; and pro- 
mote the proſperity of the people? Who did not 
hope, under the auſpices of a young, virtnons, and 
” Benevolent monarch, to N itutional liberty 
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erjumph oyer corruption, and Kubdus an oſurpa- | 
5 1 
tion, which has too long invaded the prerogatives 
of the crown, and the rights of the kingdom? 
Which has intercepted all due communication 
between the King and his people, and transfer- 
red the reſpect and attention of the RY from 
the Sovereign to his miniſter. 
But how greatly are we fallen from our ex · 
pectations Inſtead of planning ſchemes of pu- 
lic œconomy; inſtead of providing for the pur- 
| poſes of domeſtic . improvement ; inſtead of e- 
merging from the dark and filthy vale of venality, 
and climbing the heights of freedom and virtue; 


Ve axe ſtill groveling in the fame foul and devi- 
cus tracts; And the hours of peace have been 


| ſhamefully miſpent, in the mere routine of buſi- 
refs, the buſtle of intrigue, and che, confuſion of 
party diſcord, 

_* Truth however compells me to acknowledge, 
that one attempt has been made towards public 
3 was calculated to reſene the fubject 
rom the moſt cruel of all confinements, and the 
- moſt lamentable ofall oppreſſions. Unhappily how- 
ever, the care of preparing a remedy for this moſt 
ſhocking grievance, was entruſted 10 a bold, flo- 
rid, ſpecious, temporizing, ambitious, pliant, vain, 
verſatile genius; who thinks great abilities are 
given only. for. the benefit of the owner One, 
- who without being convinced himſclf, has the 
talent of perſuading others; who, like CarndWtes, 
is always prepared to confute his own arguments: 
One, who can * wich * ſenſibility of his 
bearers, 


(6 


| hcarers, and with mechanic maſtery, can ſhed 


tears at his own ingenious fictions-—--One, who 


5 amidſt the tumult of conflicting parties, yet he- 


ſitated on which ſide to throw the weight of his 
excelling talents; and who conſequently was not 


at leiſure to encounter difficult ies, whereby he 


would reap no honour or advantage, but that of N 


being the inſtrument of public good. 


This imperfect effort excepted, no expedient 


for the general welfare has been even propoſed: 


Nay, ſince the concluſion of peace, domeſtic e- 
vils have mult; plied. No proviſion has been made 
for the ſupport or employment of thoſe intrepid 
fellows, to whoſe bravery we are chiefly indebted 
for all our triumphs. They are ſuffered to roam 
abroad to the terror of their fellow ſubjects, and 
to commit acts of violence and rapine in the 
broad face of day, as if there was no civil govern- 
ment in Britain, but all was anarchy and uproar. 
To whom ſhall we impure this ſcandalous re- 
miſſneſs, this ſeemingly wilful inattention? No 
one is ſo unjuſt, no one is ſo ungrateful, as to 
doubt the patriotic diſpoſition of the moſt truly 
ious Prince, that ever filled theBririſh throne 
No candid man neither is ſo ungenerous, as to 
doubt the diſpoſition of the late miniſter; to aid 
the noble and public-ſpirited i intentions of his be- 
pign maſter. 
To judge impartially between Lord Bure and 
his Spponents, I will recur to the firſt dawning of 


his anniltration. F rom the time that Mr. Pitt 
| thought 


q a 


— 
* 


: 622 

echt proper to reſign the ſeals, becanſ he a- 
lone was not permitted tu guide like an abſolute 
dictator, Lord Bute was ſuppoſed to hold the firſt- - 
place in his Majeſty's councils. His Lordſhip, 
though not unknown to the polite and learned - 
circle, was an utter ſtranger in the political world. 
The expectations which one party formed in his 
favour, could only be equalled by the prejudices 
entertained by its oppoſite. 

Unhappily however for his Sovereign, for the 
nation, and for himſelf, he has proved that he has 
not all the requiſites neceſſary to ſtem the tide of 
oppoſition. He no ſooner ſtepped into the cabi- 
net, than he ſhewed himſelf too ſecure in his 
royal maſter's affections, and too confident in the 
conſciouſneſs of his own integrity. He excited 
envy, by his rapid and imprudent progreſs to ſeize 
the helm of ſtate ; and the provoked reſentment, 

by treating ſome of the foremoſt men in the na- 
tion, with ungracious reſerve and ſupercilious in- 
difference. 

In ſome inſtances he ſeems to have diſplayed 
the mere wantonneſs of power. The circumſtante 
of changing the colour of his ribbon, was a pa- 
rade highly impolitic. Ir tended to enflame the 
invidious, already too much exaſperated, without 
ſecuring to bis maſter or himſelf, any ſolid ad- 
vantage whatever. 
Nevertheleſs the opening of his adminiſtration 
was not without ſome favourable omens. He 
generouſly aſſiſted the laudable propenſity of his 
> Sove- 


I : 


/ 


Loy 


. ( 8 
Sovereign, to. befriend literature, and encoura pe 
arts and ſciences: Genius began to rear its hea 
and to ſtart from that obſcurity, wherein i it had | 
long pined for want of patronage. But however 
generoſity may have been diſplayed in acts of mu- 
 nificence, we cannot ſay that Judgment and j im- 
partiality were always exhibited in tlie ſelection 
of proper objects. 

It moſt be tonfeſſed that his Lordſhip! 8 predi- 
lection for his nort hern compatriots, though not 
ſo extravagant as the malice of his enemies would 


* Infinuate, was nevertheleſs diſcovered-in inſtances 


too glaring to be ſuppreſſed, and too frequently 
repeated to be forgotten. Though this natural 
biaſs might be juſtified, and perhaps applauded, i in 
Lord Bute, yet it admits of no excuſe or pallia- 


tion in the ſtateſinan. 
Neither can his Lordſhip's rarmeſt advocates 


juſtify his conduct, in aſſuming the unconſtituti- 
onal and ever odious power of piime miniſter ; 

and endeavouring to bar all the avenues to the 
royal cloſer, againſt thoſe who were too ſpirited 
to ſollicit, or too much diſlike] to obtain, the 


«Favour of his paſſport. This ſavoured more of 
"the narrow policy of a favourite, than of the li- 


beral plan of a patriot. 


From the ſame conti acted principle, he con- 
fined himſelf within a narrow circle of dependents, 
who were intereſted ro-conce?] ſome truths, and 
too obſequious to create him the · inquietude of 
hearing others. Thus environed, he became 


diffi- 


\ 
diffieult of acceſs; * FLY is worſe, ſome who 
tad the honour of being admitted to his pre- 
ſence, were treated with all the mortifying au- 
ſterity of ſtubborn virtue. 

Such was the inflexibility of his nature, that, 
even in public, he could not command thoſe lit- 
tle arts, which are often of greater uſe to a ſtatef- 
man, than more excellent endowments : His 
ſpeeches in a certain aſſembly, do more credit to 
his eloquence, than to his diſcretion. He ſpoke 
with all the manly firmneſs and intrepidity which 
a warm heart inſpires, when conſcious of its own 
tectitude: But he could not ſuppreſs ſeveral indiſ- 
creet ſentiments of diſdain and defiance, which 
ſhewed the delicacy of a feeling mind, too ſenſi- 
bly affected by ungenerous and ſelfiſn oppoſition. 
His Lordſhip delivered himſelf fortiter in re, but 
he forgot that a ſtateſman ſhould expreſs himſelf 
ſuaviter in modo. 
Was it prudent, in the face of the public, to 
make light of popularity? Could he ſuppoſe that, 
in a free kingdom, a miniſter could long ſupport 


himſelf, without ſome degree of popular favour? 


Did he not know, that ſuch is the obſtinacy and 


prejudice of the multitude, that they will un- 


gratefully reject the choiceſt benefits, when they 
have been taught to diſlike the benefactor? Could 
he be ignorant, that an unpopular miniſter muſt 
ſoon make an unpopular ? Would ir not 

in his honeſt mind, to be the inſtrument of 
leſſeningthe public affetion towards the Sovereign 


* ved. towards the Prince he loves ? 
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To what purpoſe do the pureſt intentions of # 
miniſter avail, unleſs he has abilicies and will to 
purſue the means proper to attain the noble ends 
which he has in proſpe&? Candor, truth, honor, 
fortitude; frankneſs, fincerity and juſtice, will 
not ſuſtain the power of a ſtateſman, unleſs theſe 
virtues are tempered with good humour, patience, 
moderation, affability, complacency, forbearance 
and equanimity. Great and virtuous endowments 
will ſecure the favour of the good and wiſe; but 
inferior and ſuperficial talents are occaſionally ne- 
ceſſary to counteract malice, and amuſe futility. 


Of all the indiſcretions, however, which are to 


be imputed to his Lordſhip, that of leaguing 


with a hardy veteran, long hackneyed in the ways 


of corruption, was the moſt fatal and the moſk 
inexcuſable. By this imprudent aſſociation, he, 


in ſome meaſure, put it out of his power to do 


the good he meditated. He might have been ſen- 


ſible, that ſuch a colleague could gain him no 


confidence with the public; that the intereſt cre- 
ated by his well-known mode of influence, was 
not only incompatible with his Lordſhip's avow- 
ed intentions, but that, in the hour of need, it 
would deſert him, as it had abandoned his prede- 
ceſſor. If he had not intended to remedy the 
abuſes of former adminiſtrations, he ſhould not 
have accepred the high office he. filled : As he 
propoſed to redreſs them, nothing could be more 
prepoſterous than to unite with the very man, 
who principally contributed to extend, and dared 


openly 


= i 11 
openly to avow, that corrupt ſyſtem, which his 
Lordſhip profeſſed to reform. 

But if Lord Bute has been precipitate and in- 
diſcreet, the party who have oppoſed him, have 
been malicious and unjuſt. - The acts of his ad- 
miniſtration which they have moſt loudly | im- 
peached, are the treaty of peace, and the impo- 
ſition of additional duties on Cyder, &c. And 
when theſe are candidly conſidered, there will 
not appear to be any reaſonable foundation for 
ſuch violent clamour as has been raiſed againſt 
: them. 

With regard to the peace, all intelligent and 
moderate men concur in acknowledging, that it is 
the moſt honourable and profitable for this king- 
dom, and the moſt diſadvantageous and humili- 
ating to our enemies, of any that ever was con- 
_ cluded between the two nations? Even the great 
Demagogue, after a tedious, heavy, critical; 
equivocal, aſſenting, diſſenting, adulatory, vi- 
tuperatory, evaſive, and inconcluſive harangue, 
was forced to admit, that the terms were better 
than had been offered to himſelf. 

To deſtroy the merit of this improvement, it 
was faid, that we had made freſh acquiſitions 
ſince. True: And to counterbalance thoſe ac- 
quiſitions, we were oppreſſed with an additional 
war, an immenſe additional debt, and increaſing 
difficulties. What Prince, who had an affection 
for his people, would refuſe reaſonable terms of 
 pecammodation, and riſk the blood and treaſure 


of 


— —— 
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of h his ſubjects, upon the uncertain. contingency 
of obtaining greater advantages, at ſo dear a rate? 
What miniſter, who had the intereſt of his King 
and country at heart, would give ſuch council 


to his Sovereign 3 
With reſpect to the Cyder bill, it muſt be ac- 


Kknowledged that ir- was precipitate, impolitic, 


and inadequate to the ſervices propoſed. Several 
taxes might have been deviſed, which would have 
been more eflectual; ſcarce any could have been 
thought of, which „ have been more unpo- 
pular. Does any ſenſible and impartial man how- 
ever imagine, that it is big with all the miſchiefs 
which are. imputed 70 it by the malice of party? 
The noble Lord, ho ſtrengthened his argu- 


guments, by reading the preamble to the bill for 
repealing the hearth-money, paſſed in the time of 


our great deliverer, would have done well to have 
recurred to an act paſſed in the ſame glorious 
reign®, which laid the duties af 48. per hogſhead 
on Cyder and Perry. Upon comparing it with 
former adds, his Lordſhip might have ſound that 
even at this time, when the principles of liberty 
were ſo well underſtood, and in ſome inſtances 
ſo gloriouſly. and happily added in other it 
Was as little regarded. 

By the firſt act which laid a tax on Cyder and 
Perry, which was in the twelfth of Charles the 
105 the e was to be Paid * the Retailer, 

N ook 


* The 13 3 ni. for granting an aid to his Ma by 
laying duties on Malt, Mum, Cyder and Perry. jt 


ty 
and 4 was -underſtood to fall on thoſt win 


kept public houſes. - But the act of William the 
third, intrenches farther on the liberty of the 
ſubject, for it renders every honeſt farmer, eves 
ry gentleman of ſmall fortune, in ſhort, every 
priyate houſe-holder who buys fruit. to make 
Cyder for fale, and there are many ſuch in the. 
Cyder counties, liable to the viſication of eh 
exciſe officers. 

Where then is the new e on li 
berty Where is the additional badge of 
ſervitude, in the act lately paſſed? All the dif- 
ference is, that in the former the duty is payable 
by the maker from bought fruit, ys in the lat- 
ter it is pay able by the maker general. );: And 
even this is no new method of taxation, for 
the duty on Mead and other liquors, is, by ſe- 
veral acts, made payable by the maker generally. 
But it is ſaid farther, that they who make Cy- : 
der for private conſumption, are laid open to 
the inſpection of an exciſeman. I deny it. The 
act has ſcrupulouſly provided an eaſy method 
for their accommodation, and they are expreſly 
exempted from the ſurvey or ſearch of the ex» 
ciſe officers, upon the payment of 53. per head 
per annum by way of compoſition: A duty not 
equivalent to the tax on ſmall beer. 

Partiality and prejudice would neverthelefs 
perſuade us, that the obliging perſons to com- 
pound for the private conſumption of any com- 
. is a dangerous Innovation, and an un- 


precedented 


14 ) 


precedented attack on freedom : Whereas, in 


fact, no proviſion is more common. We find 


the fame clauſe, with regard to the malt made 
ſor private conſumption in the act of William 


the third, already mentioned: Indeed innumer- 


able inſtances might be produced of theſe com- 


pounding clauſes, but I purpoſely confine myſelf 
to that of William the third, as it paſſed in the 


reign, to which theſe champions for liberty refer 
us for the pattern of legiſlation. 

Whatever objections therefore may be made 
to the quantum of theſe duties, there is no 
reaſonable ground for the violent clamour which 
has been made againſt the mode of collection. 
Unleſs it can be proved that Cyder-makers have 
a right to enjoy more liberty, than the makers 
of other liquors. 

Let no one imagine however, that 1 am = 
advocate for exciſe laws. On the contrary, I 
am convinced that they are a//, in ſome degree, 
injurious to the. principles of liberty. I am 
perſuaded that the arbitrary method of collecting 
the duries, and the ſummary jurisdiction of deter- 
mining diſputes without appeal, is often the oc- 
caſion of extreme grievance and oppreſſion to the 


ſubject, eſpecially in the country, where juſtices 


of tie peace have the ſame power as the com- 


miſſioners have in London. 7 | 


I well know that in the time of Charles the 
ſecond, when it was in agitation to ſettle the 


exoiſe revenue on his Majeſty, in lieu of the per- 
quiſites 


= — 3 L 


| 15 ) 
quiſites of the court of wards and liveries, and 
other feodal profits, the patriots of thoſe days 
vigorouſly oppoſed the exchange, on the foun- 
dation of the exciſe duties being injurious to li- 
berty. Even they who ſupported the motion, 
owned the force of the objection, and were in- 
genuous enough to acknowledge, that they only 
contended for the exciſe revenue, as the leſſer 
evil of the tWwo. 

The man who could contrive ſome leſs excep- 
tionable way of raiſing the revenue, would do a 
real ſervice. to his country, but this is no more 
exceptionable than the method of collecting cu- 
ſtom- honſeæ duties in many caſes: Till ſome better 
expedient is deviſed, there is no room to ſay that 
it is any dangerous innovation to raiſe a tax on 
one liquor, by the ſame methods it is collected 
on another“. 

That the cry of “ liberty and property and 
«© no exciſe,” ſhould inflame the multitude, is 
by no means matter of ſurprize ; but that it 
ſhould produce rhe extraordinary addreſs which 
was ſucceſſively made to the three branches of 
the legiſlature, is not a little aſtoniſhing. No 
| | man 


* I am aware that Mr. Mun, Sir Jofiah Child, Sir Walter 
Raleigh. and other eminent writers, have contended that the me- 
thod of raiſing duties by an exciſe, is preferable to that of collecting 
them by the cuſloms: But their arguments rather apply to the 
point of national profit, than of national freedom. It would be 

difficult however, if not impoſſible, to ſuggeſt any mode of taxation, 
which, without the help of much ingenuity, might not be proved 
in ſome degree prejudicial to liberty. 
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man ein ETON Aa Jenks revatd for the trad- 
ing intereſt in general, and for that very reſpgo- 


able body the City of London in particular, than 
"myſelf. At the ſame time, I am ſenſible that 


the reſolut ions of that body, as well as of other 


bodies, are often dictated by the influence of one 


or a few, perhaps provoked by reſentment, - miſ- 
led by e or biaſſed by party. 

Ihat it is a right, and a neceſſary right, of 
the ſubject to petition the King, no friend to his 


country will attempt to diſpute. But the more 


valuable this Privilege is, with the greater cau- 
tion and reſerve it ſhould be exerciſed. No cor- 
porate body can have any juſt pretence of inter- 
fering with the buſineſs of legiſlation, unleſs 
where the intereſt of their corporation in parti- 
cular, or of the nation in n is N 


or endangered. 


It would have been highly injurious to the 
di gnity of the crown, to have preferred the peti- 


tion of a ſingle corporation, not immediately or 


ſearce remotely affected, to the ſenſe of both 
Lords and Commons; eſpecially as the bill paſſed 
through the latter without a-diviGon, and with- 
out any application from the counties aggrieved 
or ſuppoſed to be aggrieved. 
]lt does not become the wiſdom of ſo conſide- 
rable a body as the city of London to act with pre- 
cipitation: For precipitation is the parent of in- 
diſcretion and inconſiſtence. We all remember 
that, on a former occaſion, they made a power- 
ful oppoſi tion n the exciſe ſcheme: We all 
remember 


requeſted, what they had before ſo reſolutely 
decried. 


it as an extenſion of the exciſe laws, they peak 
equivocally and maliciouſly. They would in- 


7 1 1 


are given to exciſemen, which render the collee- 
tion of exciſe duties more grievous and intole- 


ed method of collecting the duties on other li- 
Cyder ; and nothing can be more falſe, fallaci- 


ted __ ſuch odious, though accuſtomed, methods. 


be called by that name. At the head of theſe, 


e whoſe jealouſy can endure no 
2 


(8 
temember likewiſe, that they afterwards in part 


- When the oppoſers of * act exclaim againſt 7 
ſinuate that ſome. new powers and authorities 


rable. Whereas it only applies the long-accuſtom- 
quors, to the collecting of the new duty upon 


ous, and unjuſt, than the conſtructions which 
the party im oppoſition have put upon this act: 
Though doubtleſs it was highly impolitic and in- 

expedient, to impoſe a tax which muſt be collec- 


Such, upon a general and ſhort review, has 
been the tenor of the late well-intentioned but 
indiſcreet adminiſtration.--An adminiſtration, 
throughout which ir is difficult to determine, 
— 2 his Lordſhip ſuffered moſt from his own 
imprudence, from the malice of his enemies, or 
the intemperate zeal of his friends. 

I will now proceed to examine the conduct af 
the Oppoſition; if a little cabal, or junto, may 


who is not ſorry to ſee one, who claims public re- 
ſpect, at the ſame time that he deſerves public 


com petitor ; * 
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competitor; and whoſe haughtineſs of ſout can 
bear no equal---One, who is rather ambitious to 
attract admirers, than to conciliate friends 
One, who had rather be the idol of the mob, 
than the favourite of the judicious - One, who 
had rather the nat ion ſhould fufter, than not be 
ſerved by him One, in fhort, whom we bock 


envy and commiſerate? 


How could his pride, how could his boaſted 
virtue, ſtoop ſo low, as to confederate with 
men whom he deſpiſes, or once affected to de- 
fpiſe?--With men, of whom he emphatically 


ſaid, that God and the nation would never 


forgive them ?”----How could he ſo far degrade 
his character, as to ſuffer his name to be enrolled 


among a liſt of epicures, who have no other 


merit to diſplay before the public, than that 
they — EAT? 

s chis becoming the dignity of a great mind: 
Or, can, he ſuppoſe, that dignity conſiſts in a 
certain hardineſß of nature, which can brave all 
cenſure: which can fhift parties, vary meaſures; 


and, with ſteady and unembaraſſed effrontery, 


juſtify every change and rergiverſation Can 
he imagine that the pomp of declamation can 


ſupply the place of true magnanimity? Does he 


not know, that to ſilence men by a torrent of 
words, is Jels noble than to ſatisfy them by rec- 
titude of action? Can he he ignorant, that 


'true dignity is. diſplayed in elevation of ſenti- 
ment, ſupported by confiſtency of conduct? — 
2 10.254: EI 5 That 
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That this alone' 1 2. ſuperiority, which 
neither fortune can purchaſe, nor titles confer 
—And that this alone, can make him, what he 
aſpires to be, uno minor Jove ? : 
But while I am warm againſt the defects, let 
me not be thought unjuſt to the merits, of his 
character. As his powerful influence renders the 
former more dangerous, ſo the means by which 
he acquired that influence, have made the lat- 
ter more conſpicuous. He came, or rather ruſh- 
ed into power, at a time when the preceeding 
Miniſtry were timid and embaraſſed ; rendered 
deſperare by their own miſmanagemen t, and o- 
dious by his ſpirited oppoſition. "Under ſuch cir- 
cumſtances, unanimity was rather the reſult of 
neceſſity, than choice. . 

I will not however adopt the invidious argu- 
ments which his enemies have urged to his diſad- 
vantage. I will not ſav, that his ſucceſs was 
too dearly purchaſed ; and that it was owing as 
much to accident, as deſipn : If we criticize thus 
minutely, we fhall deſtroy the merit of all mini- 
ſterial ſuper-intendence. Certain it is, that the 
nation has high obligations to his ſervices ; he 
introduced a ſpirit and activity into our coun- 
cils, which were diffuſed throughout every de- 
partment ; ; his application to buſineſs, eſp*cially 
confidering the ſhattered frame of his conſtiruti- 
on, was incredible; his integrity in office was 
incorruptible. Envy muſt admire the virtues of 


his early — ; though candour mult 
lament, 


. 


e grin. 0 
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n that in the wane of his miniſtry, be 


deviated from thoſe principles, which gained him 
the confidence of the people. 


The grateful public however bare acknow- 


. Jedged bis ſervices, his gracious Sovergign has 


rewarded them. But the greateſt ſervices may 


be cancelled by ſubſequent miſconduct; the 
brighteſt calents may be tarniſhed by an over- 


weening arrogance, . and inſolent preſumprion. 


Pride and © reſentment may ' ſeduce the man, 
whom avarice could not corrupt: And it is in- 
different to the nation, by what paſſion, the 
** of public virtue are perverted. 


I will venture to eſtabliſh this leading princi- 


ple, that they who enliſt under the banner of 


party, and diſcriminate themſelves by the odious 


diſtinctions of Whig or Tory, never mean honeſt- 
1y. There cannot be a more convincing proof 
that the oppoſition. to the late miniſter was 


founded on private and perſonal views; than its 


having been opened: before he had taken a ſingle 


nie to juſtify either cenſure or approbat ion. 
The advocates of the party, knew that their 
buſineſs was not to reaſon, but to revile ; not 


to convince, but to miſlead ; not to form, 
but to inflame. To effect theſe ends, little 
knowledge is requiſite, and ſtill leſs judgment. 
As ſuch addreis themſelves to readers who avoid 


the rrouble of thinking, they need no higher ta- 
lents than are neceſſary to mn folly titter, or 


* Theſe 
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Theſe are the triumphs of a lively fancy, and 
Ae judgment: And, however theſe little 


triumphs may flatter. miſtaken vanity, or. ſerve' | 


the views of ſordid intereſt, they will have rea- 
ſon to mourn the miſ- application of their a. 
lents, when late experience has convinced them; 
that even they who applauded the writer, cone 
cur in deteſting the man. No merit whatever 
can atone for the want of candour and i 

ty; noble requiſires, in which the advocates of 
the junto, have proved themſelves {rumetolly tes 
ficient, 


They condemned the peace, before they were 


- acquainted with a ſingle article of the treaty 
and when the articles were. publiſhed, they en- 


deavoured to prejudiſe the inconſiderate againſt 


them, by all the artful malice of invidious miſ⸗ 
conſtruction and miſ-repreſentation, From the 
ſame principle, they raiſed a clamour againſt 
the Cyder bill, and by falſe ſuggeſtions malevo- 
lently propagated erroneous notions wich 8 
to the act, among the people“. 
Had there however been any pretence for their 
inſinuations, yet with what countenance 'coutd 


they ſtep forth, as the champions of freedom, 


under whoſe adminiſtration, the firm baſis of li- 
ends was undermined by flow and ſecret ap- 


"Po 


Among other fall fuggritions 4 the an exciſe 
man had a right to enter any houſe in the night-time, whereas 
act expreſly confines their right of entry to the day-time. TH 


affirmed likewiſe thao on could lad der ue with 
glaring falſchoods. * aue! 
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| dp Vide whoſ: adminiſtration, a _ 
duty was impoſed upon advertiſements, &c. 
duty, which has a certain, though indirect = 
dency, to check the free circulation of political 
truths; and to reſtrain the freedom of the preſs; 
which, however groſly it has been lately abuſed, 
is nevertheleſs one of the beſt and firmeſt ſecuri 
ties, for the . e of our rights and privi- 
leges. | 
With what pretence ru could they cla: 
mour in behalf of liberty, under whoſe admini- 
ſtration a grievous and oppreſlive tax was laid on 
the induſtrious and laborious part of the nation, 
by which the price of one article of conſumption 
was advanced a ſeventh ?---A tax cruelly wrung 
from the briny ſweat of induſtry, and which ſeems 
to have been founded on no other principle, than 
that * in order to render the people dependent, 
« we ſhould begin by making them poor.“ 
Without the aid of ſophiſtry, it is eaſy to de- 
monſtrate that all exorbitant impoſitions, eſpe- 
cially on the neceſſaries of life, have a ſure ope- 
ration to the prejudice of public freedom. Tho? 
liberty, as Monrteſquieu - obſerves, gives occaſion 
ſor exceſlive taxes, yet exceſſive taxes in return 
produce flavery ; and it is the effect of {lavery to 
cauſe a gradual decreaſe, by which the credit 
and intereſt of the nation is lowered, in ayer 
tion as its ſpirit is debaſed. | 
Had the people, on theſe occaſions, been in- 


guſtrioully a W the adminiſtration 
Bora which 


i 
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which impoſed. theſe oppreſſive duties, the pa- 
1riot miniſter might have been rendered as unpo+ 

pular and deteſtable as any of his predeceſſors: 
And had he continued much longer in power, 
the people, without a prompter, would have 
known where to have turned their reſentment. 
But when he was at the height of his popularity, 
he very prudently retired; and the odium, even 
of his own oppreſſions, was artfully transferred 
to his ſucceſſor. 

Every. grievance was imputed: to Lord Bute, 
3 every indiſcretion he committed was aggra- 
vated with all the acrimony of malevolent minds 
bent on diſturbing domeſtic peace and tranquillity. 
While their induſtry has been exerted in contriv- 
ing the moſt effectual means of diſtreſſing the ad- 

miniſtration, the attention of government, on 
the other hand, has been neceſſarily employed in 
counteracting their artful and malicious endea- 
vours: And thus neither have had leiſure to pro- 
mote any noble and generous plans for national 
improvement and welfare. 

But the people themſelves have blindly been 
accomplices with thoſe who are enemies to their 

intereſt. - Artful and diſappointed men have 
practiſed on their paſſions, and when a flame is 
once raiſed, it quickly ſpreads from one to ano- 
ther: As it was not the power of reaſon which 
worked on their minds, but the influence of falſe- 
hood and calumny, ſo when they are once en- 
raged, they do not follow the guidance of rea- 
fon, but purſue the dictates of reſentment. 


No 
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No friend to liberty will deny, but that * 
1 ariſen, and may ariſe again, in which the 
regular method of oppoſicion, would prove ineſ- 

fectual to avert impending evils: Kings have ſup- 
ted miniſters and mea ſures, and parliaments. 
have fupported them too, to the open violation 
of national rights. Under ſuch circumſtances, 
when, the ordinary methods of obtaining redreſs * 
fail, recourſe muſt be had to extraordinary. reme- 
dies. Theſe however ſhould be applied with ex- 
treme caution :| And there is not at preſent the 
| leaſt pretence for ſuch n and tutmolcgous 
ations. | 
p "If 2 bill has paſſed tae legiſlature, which- is 
found by the public to be prejudicial to their in- 
tereſt, or injurious to their liberty, it is happy, 
in ſuch inftance, that our laws are not like thoſe 
of the Medes and Perfians. The conſtitution 
has chalked out a legal method of redreſs; and 
ic is rhe privilege of all ſuch as find themſelves 
aggrieved, to inſtruct cheir repreſentatives to pro- 
cure a repeal of the obnoxious act. 

No one however will preſume to ſay that the 
petition of a ſingle corporate body, and:that, as 
I have obſerved, not immediately or ſcarce re- 
motely affected by the act, is ſufficient to deter- 
mine the judgment of the legiſlature ; much leſs 

ought it to be influenced by the tumultuous crx 
of the populace, artfully excited. Civil diſcord 
and anarchy mult be the reſult of ſuch unwairant- 
able and uncouſtitutional interpoſitions. 


| oe " 

But the clamour which ſtill continues to rage 
againſt the government, clearly indicates the nar- 
row and ſelfiſh deſigns of thoſe who head the par- 
ty. Lord Bute has yielded to the prejudices of 

the people againſt him, and, by a prudent reſigg 

nation, has conſulted the quiet of the kingdom. 

_Fhis ſacrifice however will not ſatisfy the views of 
his opponents. They ſeem bent on oppoſition, 

whoever is in office ; ; and would perſuade the pu- 

blic that the late miniſter ſtill directs the affairs of 
ſtate: Which they will ever pretend, till they 
are in power themſelves; and all their Feel 
harangues amount to this declaration: „ We 
will never ſuffer the government to be at reſt, 
till we can force ourſelves into power.“ 

To this end, they have formed a motly hete= | 
rdgencous junto, compoſed. of aſſociates, who 
moſtly hate or deſpiſe each other: Of which the 
chiefs have been in open oppoſition to, and have 
mutually reviled each other, as incapable of go- 
vernment, and as enemies to their country. 

Thus we are in a miſerable ſituation, too ſimilar 

to that which Monteſquieu deſcribes, in his re- 

flections on the effects reſulting from the conſti- 
tution of England. 

Every e therein,” ſays he, being 
* independent, will follow his own whim and 
« caprice, he will frequently ſhift from one par- 
* ty to another, and forſake that in which he 
leaves all his friends, to attach himſelf to one 
: where he meets with all his enemies; and the 
a; > 2 © of e 
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* natives of thit $0, will often violate 


s both the laws of friendſhip and thoſe of ha- 


« tred. 
+ The Sovereign will be in the fame Arpazioh 


| with individuals, and, in oppoſition to the 


* common dictates of pradence, » will be obliged 


4. to repoſe confidence in thoſe who have offend- 
ed him moſt, and to diſgrace thoſe who have 


% ſerved him beſt, doing that from neceſſity, 


«which other Princes do by choice. 


„The people will be afraid to loſe fome ima- 
tc ginary advantage, of the nature of which they 
ce“ are ignorant, and which may eafily be repre- 
« ſented to them under various diſpuifes : And 


—— fear magnifies every object. They will be reſt⸗ 


« leſs in their ſituation, and think themſelves 


in danger, in the moments of theif greateſt 
1 ſecurity. 


bey will be eaſier deceived, fine they 
* who oppoſe the executive power with the great- 
1 eſt vehemence, not daring to avow the intereſt- 
«ed motives of their oppoſition, will attempt to 


e aggravate the terrors of the people, who will ne- 


% der be able to Judge preciſely wherher they are in 


%% danger or not,” 


Who will not imagine that! Monteſquieu was 


here deſcribing the preſent cabal ? Who does not 
ſmile to hear the advocates of the junto inveigh 


againſt the dangerous effects of corruption, when 


they reflect that ſome of the foremoſt in tne liſt, | 
were likewiſe foremoſt i in extending that corrupt 
Hiſtem, which "my now Fall to condemn ? 


Shoud 


Fg 


Should there be bal 3 them eee 
who never perſonally ſtooped to practiſe the arts 
of venality, ſuch. would do well to conſider, that Wl: 
the deſire of acquiring power, often corrupts men, 1 þ | 
as much as the reſolution to maintain it. Men 1 ; Fl 
will as readily ſubmit co mean drudgery, for the 
fake of getting a place, as to ſecure one when 
gotten. 

Corruption as often ſprings from oppoſition to 
power, as from the abuſe of power. It is true, td 
the leaders of oppoſition have neither places nor 
penſions to beſtow on their followers, but ther, 
have them in view, and in the mean time they 
can. ſcatter falſehoods, and diſſeminate calumnies. 

Even a round of dinners, and vanity of being ſeat-' | 
ed at a ſplendid table, may corrupt 1 inconſi- 
5 derate minds. 

Popularity itſelf, however noble it may ſound, 
has been the- inſtrument of infinite corruption, 
Whoever mifleads the people by falſe and ſpeci- 
ous repreſentations, whoever inflames their paſſi- 
ons without juſt cauſe of reſentment, corrupts 
them is effe@tually,and more fatally, than he who # 
ſcatters money. amidſt the. throng, The zeal Y 
purchaſed by gold, will ſooner cool, than the 
miſguided rage of paſſion will ſubſide. The peo- 5 
ple of Athens were as much corrupted by the ſe- MI 
dirious harangues of their Demagogues, as ever = 
certain aſſembly in ha was by the wealth of 
the treaſury, | 

| There certainly n never was a time when the 


language 


p *f vs. 8 
4 inguage of AG. was * daring and In- | 
fammatory. Duringthe unhappy times ofthe civil 
| F Vars, when the brave patriots of thoſe days oppol- 
ed the oppreſſions of government ſword in hand, 
1 they yet uſed their pens with diſcretion; and 
paid ſome reſpect to their Sovereiꝑn, and cothem- 
fel ves, by obſerving a due decorum and dignity 
in their remonſtrances. 
ut now, not only perſons in power, but the 
very Principles of government are attacked with 
the moſt flagrant and indecent licentiouſneſs. 
Nay, Majeſty itſelf is traduced in ſuch audaci- 
ous terms of inſult, as no man could offer to his 
equal with | Impunity. 
We may venture to affirm that the liberties 
taken with the ſpeech from the throne, in a late 
publication, almoſt exceed the bounds of credi- 
Bay, as much as they tranſgreſs thoſe of order 
decency and truth. When James the ſecond made 
2 warm anſwer to an addreſs from the commons, 
Mr. Coke, who ſeconded the motion for taking the 
anſwer into conſiderat ion only added © J hope 
care all Evgliſhmen,and : are not to befrighted our 
of our duty by a few high Words.” For this ex- 
preſſion, the houſe unanimouſly ſtigmatized him 
as an incendiary : And reſolved 1 that for his inde- 
cent and unduriful reflection an theKing and the 
| Houſe, he be committed to the Tower: And he 
was committed: accordingly. | ” 
. : The-brave but diſcreet patriots of thefe days 
i not thiuk they had a right to treat his Ma- 
jeſty's 


8 
n 
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jefty s anſwer, as an anſwer dictated by the m 
niſter. If they expreſſed ſuch indignation ageinſ 
ſg comparatively ſlight a reflection on one of the * 


moſt arbitrary princes that ever filled the Britiſh 3 
"  throne—againſt a reflection too made within the 
| houſe ; where every member has liberty of ſpeech Þ| 
What would hey have thought of one, Who, 
out of the houſe, ſhould caſt the moſt infamous aſ- 
perſions on one of the beſt of Sovereigns, and on 
both houſesof parliament? What would they have 
thought likewiſe of a noble Lord, who ſhould de- 
grade his quality by appearing publicly in a court 
of juſtice, to give countenance to ſuch an offen- 
ter, as if, by his preſence, he meant to encour- 
rage and op held ſedition, in ppen defiance of his 
country's laws? 

Such writers, together with their patrons and 
adherents, under theſpecious maſk of being friends, 


are in truth the moſt dangerous foes to freedom. 


By their boundleſs licentiouſneſs, they afford the 


only plauſible pretext for reſtraining rhe moſt va- 


luable of all rights—the liberty of the preſs. 
But the leaders of the preſent oppoſition ſeem 
to entertain no other idea of liberty, than the 
privilege of exerciſing their own lawleſs will. 
They boldly trample on the laws of the land. E- 
ven while the cauſe of their ſeditious advocate is 
depending before the judges at Weſtminſter, they 
appeal from the juſtice of the court, to the paf- 
ſons of rhe multitude. They caſt inflammato- 
ry hand-bills into' every houſe, and diſtribure 


them 


30 


Us em to every paſſenger : Which is a moſt fla - 


Fant rent of the court, and a molt. atroci- | 


I unconſtitutional. attempts like theſe muſt 


F Fra If turbulent and ambirious ſpirits who 
'&  oppoie every change of ad miniſtration—who are 

determined to diſturb every government which 
they do not guide themſelves who would give 
EF laws to their Sovereign, and over-rule the legiſ- 
flature—If ſuch men, are ſuffered to enflame The 
ðppopulace to acts of outrage and ſedition, to pro- 
mote their own intereſted and licentious purpo- 

ſes then the boaſted conſtitution of this country, 

muſt ſoon degenerate into an Ocblocracy, and 
there is an end of government. | 


It is amazing that the people, who have been 


jd j ſo often the dupes of credulity, ſhould be Kill ſo 
blind to their intereſt, as not to perceive, that 
" theſe men only uſe them as a ladder, to reach 


preferment ; and that when they have gained 
tbe topmoſt round, they will ſpurn at them, and 


requite them, as they have formerly done, for 


* madneſs and folly. 
Lt them peruſe the liſt of the banqueting jun. 


to, and fee whether there is one, among the 


chieſs, who, when in office, did not purſue the 


meaſures he had before condemned ho ‚ſoon 
_ his entrance into power, did not haſten to 
make his peace with the government, by adopt- 
ing, nay by exceeding, the ſyſtem of his predeceſ- 


ſors?—Let them nee whether there i is one, 


who 
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who has not concurred in hiding u them with | 
heavy burthens and oppreſſions? 
It would be happy for the public, if, before 
it is too late, they could be perſuaded that they 


do themſelves a real injury, by eſpouſing the 
quarrels of party competitors, whoſe perſonal con- 


teſts no more concern public intereſt, than do 


the diſputes of the Divan. Their ſhameleſs and 
intereſted oppoſition would ſoon ceaſe, if it was 


not ſupported by popular prejudice. == 
While the public continue to add fuel to the 


flame of party contention, we can never expect to 


- Feap the bleſſings of peace. After having tri- ; 


umphed over our enemies, we ſhall fall a prey ro 
domeſtic diſcord. ' By our inteſtine diviſions, 
which perhaps they ſecretly foment, they will ſe- 
cure thoſe advantages, which they could not ac- 
quire by force of arms. The maxim of one of 
their ableſt politicians, will be unhappily examp- 
lied © Thar by giving us peace, and 
leaving us to our party broils and contentions, 
vue ſhall more effectually ſerve their views, than 
they can accompliſh them by any efforts of their 
own.” 
Amidſt this rage of party, what man of 15 | 
nour, ſpirit, and ability, does not enter into the 
ſervice of government, with reluctance? hat 
man, who holds an office upon ſuch uneaſy and 
precarious terms, can compoſe his mind, =. wich 
calm and ſteady attention, meditate ſchemes for | 
tarional relief and improvement: 


Und er ' of 
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1 Vader theſe unfortunate circumſtances. likes 
1 vice who does not feel for à young, virtuous, 


and benevoletit prince, whoſe amiable diſpoſiti- 
on inclines, him to dilkuſe aappincſs among alt 


by che arts of a lawles: corobrion; againſt which 
he nobly ſupports bimſelf by his own conſcious 
18 2 and native dignity of mind?  *' > 
I This kingdom ſeems to be as much in danger 
— M8 Soi national.diſcord, as from the national debt: 
Aud we can never hope to be relieved fipm the 
burthen of the latter, or from any other oppreſ- 
fſion, till we are freed from the ien of the 
former. *. 3401t "ea 4 | FF 


There will: be. no Send to ed oppoſition, | 
ark ſtruggles for power, unleſs, a firm reſolution 
is taken, never to admit any member of a cabal 

into any department of che adminiſtration. We 
have tried them. We know them. They have 
trodden thoſe paths, which, they once told us: 
led to bankruptcy and bopdage. "When they 
- Find; that by enflaming the paſſions of the mul 
titudę, they cannot force; themſelves into office, 
they will ceaſe their florid declamations, and ſe- 
ditions writings. - By: degrees, --1helr opoſition, 
| which is grafted on intereſt, will be ſaperjeded_ 
1% by an oppoſſtion founded on ſentiman— I he 
only one, whichꝭ can be of ſervice to the public. 
This will produce a noble compætition, who ſhall - 
beſt adviſe for the public welfare. Meaſures, 


Il 17 1 m7%, will then be the ſubjecs of dente 
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A 
Oppoſition will 'be d 22 5 its proper office, 
and ta its proper ſeat. _ 
But perhaps the moſt. effectual method of re. 

ſtoring demeſtic peace and tranquillity, wou 

be that of diſcountenaneing both parties indiſeri- ; 
minately. Sure the nation is not yet: n 

low, but that there: are ſome honeſt, .indepe en- 
dent, moderate neuters among us, who have x 75 5 

ver walked in the trammels of either party, 1 
among theſe, our pracious . Sovereig n ſhould” 
judge it expedient to ſelect ſome in W 
could —2 à confidence, and whom be cou . 
erttruſt wich the firſt poſts of government, ſuch; . 
an impareiab choice: might probably conttibute 

to doftat tho deſigns of party, and to-retoncile' + 
the miſtaken and Scinlied pub lic. 
eee — y prattiſed, and” 

* been attended with ſalutary 2 5 When 

the ridiculous and deteſtable par rry-diltin@ions 

of Mbig and Tory, were at the higheſt pitch of 

enmiry and madneſs: Even then, ſome upright, 
able, and moderate neuters, ſuch as the noble Pa it: 
of Pembroke, and others, were called into ation, . 
and by their conduct Jultified: the election 22 5 | 
their Prince. 53 

Many ſuch doubtleſs YES are now, who. are 

deteched from all party- connections, and enjoy 
philoſophic eaſe in an innocent and unambitious 
retreat. Such may. be diſcovered by the diſceru- 
ment of our Sovereign, and by his gracious 
8 _ be enounmmggd to "undertake the 


* 


(34) 
arduous taſk of quieting the oppoſition of party, 
and rectify ing the prejudices of the public. 

But the people hkewiſe muſt do their parts; 
and, by keeping within the line of their duty, 
be juſt to themſelves. Whenever they tranſgreſs 
the bounds of the conſt:tution, they are guilty 
of deviations to their own prejudice. There is, 
in truth, no oppoſtiion between the prerogatives : 
of-the crown, and the privileges of the people. a 
They are like different movements in one pie of 
mechaniſm: And whether one or the other moves 
irregularly, the machine is equally diſordered. It 
is the privilege of the people, to he governed ac»; 
cording to the law of the: tenen. The: 
prerogarive is part of that la: I was entruſted; 
with the crown, for the benefit of the people 2 
and whenever they invade it, they do.i injury 10 
their own privileges. 

Licentiouſneſs in the people, is as ſurely fab- 
verſive of the conſtitution, as tyranny. in the 
crown. As malice itſelf cannot impute any un- 
conſtitutional attempt to the Sovereign, may the 
| Je, from a regard to their o intereſt, obs 
ferve the ſame ſcrupulous conformity ! May they 
no longer be miſled and enflamed by leditious 
and deſigning men! May they al tend to the 
dictates of reaſon ! May they 280 to the la 
of the conſtitution! And leave the madneſs of 
party to vent its impotent rage, unbefriended, 


Wen and onpitied. 908 


K tr 6 1 4 "I 14 


